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“The building was constructed in the 18th century and the top floor was
added later, which explains why the walls are different thicknesses.
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TUNNELLVISION

Architect William Tunnell knew exactly what he wanted when
he started renovating his own house. But his wife's input and his
inspirational surroundings have resulted in a very different look
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W':\h.lm‘nml.cli has & confession 1o make. He
finally understands what it's like o be on the
er side of the drawing board as 2 major architec-
tural project gets underway. *In retrospect | can see
hiow extreme it was,” he admits as we stand surveyizg
the results of his latest refurbishment job, “But | think,
a8 an architeer, it's good to go through that process
wiven yous expect clients to do the same.”

That philosophy is anly part of the reason he
decided 1o transform the inside of his South
Quexnsferry home, The process be is describing
waedd mzke most building project virging blanch. 1t
all stanted Innocently enough in 1990 when Willian
and hiswife Juliette, 3 university lecturer. firstsiewed
the three-storey Cisted property; set back off the main
nelevated terrace of houses. aach a2 indi-
widual and charming as the last, *1've ab
necessity 1o see e sex,”
asked wha dhim ko e propect
Queensferry offers a prime oces
Firth of Forth. framed by the rad
one side and the rail bridge on the other.
ot ol b splt b bwo properties at some
paint, and the insidewas, William recalls. *a guddle
. particularly on the lower lovel.” Yet the
ecliately that they warted o by it
d tell it wisa

street in

cted In the (8th century
36 4 single-storey structure hetween two existing
sables, The topfloar was added Later, xplains
whty the upper and lawer windows are different
sizes_and the walls different thicknesses, *IVs grown
onganically aver the years, which was tygical of a
of s type in what was a highly papulated
“William explains. People moved out of the
ng the Second World War because the
1| Birislgge was unsder tireat ol being bornbed

g hanigs 2 framed
ecannaissance phatograph taken by the
Lufiwafle, proving that the locals weren't being too
wary), and the hause was spparently used by the
military palice during this time

st

disrepair, Subsequent ouiers fried refirrbishmer
ngdegrees of success, and the house frself
irty sound by the time Williaen and Juliete
be
done. “The further down the bullding you wen. »

e a vision was necded for what it could be,”
tarn, The couple Lved in the house for four
maaithe befare starting woek. during which period
Willias's plas fos bis tew home changed sub-
stantially, *Any design improves given Hme,” he
says. “baut 1 alsa found more efficient ways of doing
thie work after laving more accusate surveys.”
What followed can only be described as back:
breaking. The entire lower level of the property was
tterd ~at onse parit, the flooes abave were being held
up by twenty props. “The dust was horrendots
Juliette recalls, “because of course it just sifbed up
throgehs e floors.” Notas horrendos 2 it was dowss
stairs in the basement, however, where William was
working alongside the builders 1o lug every lump of
stone, old plaster and wood wp the terraced garden
tarthie skip at theop. Quitea workout, yet he relished
the challenge having rebailt a croft on the Western
Isbe of Col in his stidem daps. | enjoy making and
4 in the same way as Tenjoy draw 5.
Juliette, who was by this stage pregnant with the
ceuple’s first child, Takitha, adn
doneanyihing like this bedore. T entered into 14
Happily without realising wh a
“Talithua is now three yeers old, her sister Fionn has
fust turmed one, and musch has changed in the
Tuannel] household. The interior is by turns darming
and surprising. The lower level now contains the »
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dining room to the front with the kitchen atthe rear
along with the fmily bathsoomm, while the first floor
s tw bedtroomns along with & tiny ffice for Wiliam,
‘son to be replaced by a studio space at the tap of the
garden that will offira stunming vista across the Forth.
Muezmnvwhile, the mainliving space an the upper floor
offiers & dual aspect to the front and rear. the larer
spanning the beight of the garden

Throughout the house William has combined the
tradition and histery of the building with the needs
afa modern living space. The lowes level displays h
mest striking juntaposition of old and new as one
enters the dining ream to find fanguc-and-groove
ue furniture and framed

in place. [t was 2 combina-
tan of matching and historcal guesswork.” says
William, “although many shops in the srea have
tetained similar panclling so itwas origingl tothe aea
as much 35 1o the house itself”

Theaccesstothe kitchen is ingenious, One section
of panelled
create an open-plan dining and kitchen space, with
the comtemporary style of the latter working 1o
counterbalance the period feel in the former
“Kischsens hive changed so much with techneioggy that
an ‘olde workde' design seenss wholeheartedly inap=
properiate for today's use.” says William. He created «

I i the dining room folds back to

FIGHT The bedraom i a picture of seresity: the gainting Is
o Juser P Wil made the chermy wood bed rumselt
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e gives, but doesavt view it as 3 shawease,” e
teflects *Tte o houge for living in, so she pushes me
for things 10 be easier, especially with the kids.™

The middle level again hints at the building's
character in the wood panelled tanding. The couple
have used this space to display their collection of
phatos. The kids’ bedroosm isa riotof colour and toys
while the master bedroom offers a calim counter-
falance with white walls, 2 salid cherry wood bed
which Williazm made himself, and 2 suitably serene
seastape painting by the Catalan artist fosep Pla

Heading 1o the top floor, one gets 3 glimpse of the
main Iiving space from the narmow suirwell though
a wall of bookshelves with openings an bath sides.
“lwanted to draw attention tihe fact that the space
0w beyond this room,” says Wilkiam of theunysual
shelving solugion. *1t feft quite incar beforehand with
your eye drawm to the windows, but this gives it
another dimension.” The ochire of the stairwell glows
through the apen shehes 2 3 warm contrast bo the
of the shelving and window seat. colours
‘Williarm decided 16 keep froem the property’s previos
incamation s 3 nod toits past life. He did strip out
the existing, rather dominant fireplace, however,
rendering nstead 3 simple surround that blends iato
thewhite walls

*Tn terms of the way we Hve, we use every space,”
says William, “but the spaces | enjoy most are the
garden and living room, They're good for the soul
1 was consclously trying to halance the number of
ealen, adult spaces with those thatare mare visually
stimulating.”

The gasden alonewas 3 mammath task thanks to
its stcep slope, yet the couple use it now a5 an
extended living zone with 3 large decked termace
mear e top and a Jower stone terrace that actsasa
sun trap. “When the studis ¢ built, the interior
space will evolve again,” Wiliam reflecs. “Initially
we didn'timagine being here langer than five years,
buat, of course, we love thix house s much we can't
imagine moving " s
Comtart William Tunnzil Archite
oF visit wwsLteta.eu,com
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