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MAGINE HOW bad it's going 10 be, and then

multigdy thai by five,” reflects architect Willkam

Tunnall wher recalling the building projoct that

dramatically transformed the termced house he

shams with his wife Juliette and daughiers Talitha,
3. and Fionm, 1, in South Queenstenry nesr Edinburgh. “My
advice 1o eliantsswhon theym tackling & progect is always:
i you can, move out,” he adds -

And if you can’t? “As an architect. | think it's impartant
tor o through that process when you axpect clisniz 1o do
the same,” agrees William. “Although, in retrospact, | can
£ howw extrema it was .. "

William and Juliatte, 3 university lectunsr, first viewed
the three-storey C-listed propesty in 1999, having boan
drawn from Edinburgh ta Sauth Queansferry by the
town's scenie lecation overlooking the Firth of Forth, Set
back olf the main street within an slevated tomace of
houses = with asch as indiidual and charming & the last
—itisn't hard to understand why tha couple ware sald on
the proparty from the start, evan thaugh the houss
neaded work

“The placs had o kavoly feel, although the inside wes just
thiz guddia of reams. and the further down the houss yau
went, the maore vision was mequired for whet 1 could
become,” recalls William.

Conatructed in the 18th cantury as a single-storey
building betwsen twao axisting gatias, the upper floce wes
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addud latar, with tha property eventually baing split inta
two, Locals evacuated the area during the Second Warld
"War far foor of bombing threats to the Forth Bridpge (ihe
house is pasitisnod batween tha rsil and mad bridges, with
atriking views 1o both). During this ime the building was
apparantly used by the milltary police and by the end of
the war it was in o sorry state of disrapair, with subsequant
owmata wackling the refurbishment 1o varying degrees
Although William had formed provisional plans for the
Building at the cutset, thicouple Ived in the housa for four
manths bafons starting work, during which time his ideas
evalvid considerably, particularky as more sccurate surveys
sugpested more efficlent ways 1o carmy out thework. The
aim waz to fe-configure the three storeys, creating a
bathroom, dining and kitchan space on the grownd e,
with two batdroams on tha first floor and & main Fying
space on the uppar floge, bathod in light from the windows
10 both thi frant and reas,
Az William says. the projact was not only fairly extrame
in the l=vel of work required — particularly within a
redatively tight and compact plan — but also bacibraaking
for Willlam as he took 2 hands-on role alongsida the
buildars. The antire graund level of the bullding was gut-
tad, with the upger fioors at one point being held up by
20 props, and with nothing but a8 dust-filled void balow,
from which tha team lugged every lump of stong, wood
and plaster to a skip in the stoeply torraced garden. >
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= It wasn't the archilect's (1131 encounter with the
physical demands of the job, haveng rebullt a derelict cratt
on tha Hebedoan iele of Coll dunng his student days, and
mlirad he ralished 1he axpenence. However, for Julite,
who had naver lived thaough anything like it befoee, the
project was a sharp laarming curne The dust was
“Harrendoos, as it aifted through the lloarbaands upstains
avary day, and it was difficult keeping just ona room we
colld live in,” shie saya: A commant that takos on greates
mesonencewhen you cansidas that TalfHawas borm while
the woek was still in its final throas.

Howrevas, tha coupla have no regrate, as today's intarior
offars so much mon than ona might anticipata from the
traditionally charming facade. William b successiully
blended contamparany with pariod mfarances that rollact
tha buiding's histony, O tha ground floos, o entars tha
dining-room 1o find tongue-and-groove-panellad walls,
urer and framsd antiqus
prints, Meanwhile a section of the wall along one sSde
[olds back to access the medem kitchan, which affers a
sharp contrast toiha dining-foom 2 irsditional sag-grasn
pabatts in i bold citrus

The panelling in the dinsng-room was sased an simdarn
tongus-and-grooa detadling found bath wi
and In baeal shaps — “so0 itwas odginad 1o 1h
me the property itsedf™, syes Willkam
kitchen, ha combined K OF dopm halving sath lEaa
units, solid timasr worktops and diffussd lighting cara of
flunrescant strps anclosed be
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tha insida of which i clad inwatarprmof metarming
ry fittings by Aston Matthew:
ple's first-floor bedroom offers &
pla calm space, with whita walls and & solid chorry-
Iliam designed and made himsall
along with a seascape painting by Josep Pla

Climbing up the steap and narrow, s ircags Lo thia
g-room, one's eye is dravwen immadiataly o
the cantrasting views that sweep up the height of the
garden to tha rear. and 1o the Forth bricges at tha front
The first glimpse of the living space is grantad from ha
siainemdl. as William inganioushy constructed awall of open
shatving 1o allow views batwean both, “So your eye has
dua of tha space goang beyand this room,” ha says
Thie laitar's warm ochre walls olfer a glowing contrast i
thie conlar blue of the shelving and window sent. not to
mantion the crisp white walls of the living space

“This room is the closest wa'll get 1o baing minimalist,
and it's st far from boing that,” says William. “For ma it
wias abaut trying to balance the numbar of calm, mono
adult spacas with the mone visually stimulating famdly
spacas such as tha kitchen

In vorma of tha way wea fhne, W uga syery space inthe
bousa, but in terms of the spaces | enjoy mest it would
be tha garden and this living-room. ['s good for the soul,
which is as much 1o dowith what's happaning outside as
anything inside.” ha reflacts.
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