
When Jon and Zanna came across this sought-after Victorian semi  
in Wormit with views over the River Tay, and planned to extend it,  

the outcome more than exceeded their expectations… 
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Jon and Zanna 
Christie, with their 
children Saul and 
Jodie, skimming 

stones on the river 
and enjoying the 

views of the Tay Rail 
Bridge. The water’s 

edge is a stone’s 
throw away from 

their house
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THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE The cantilevered bay window design, which effectively slides into the 
building, was created by the architects to maximise the views across the Tay. The rosewood 
chairs are Eames and the dining table was designed by John Christie, inspired by Poul Kjaerholm

I t’s perhaps unsurprising that Jon  
and Zanna Christie would choose  
to gravitate towards one of Fife’s  

most celebrated coastal towns when it 
came to putting down roots – both grew 
up in the shadow of two of Scotland’s 
most famous east coast landmarks: 
Zanna in South Queensferry, underneath 
the spectre of the monumental Forth Rail 
Bridge; Jon in Newport-on-Tay, within 
shouting distance of the ‘Beautiful Railway 
Bridge of the Silv’ry Tay!’ as described by 
Dundonian poet William McGonagall. 

In this event, it was to the northeast  
tip of Fife, and specifically amongst the 
venerable Victorian villas of Wormit that 
Jon and Zanna serendipitously found 
themselves, when they started to grow 
as a family with the arrival of their son 
Saul, now 10. ‘We’d always liked Wormit,’ 
explains Jon. ‘It’s a lovely area, but 
properties like our Victorian semi rarely 
come on the market. When this one came 
up for sale, it was perfect timing for us, 

and we now live in what we think is the 
nicest of these rare homes.’

TAYSIDE TRANSFORMATION
Undoubtedly the location is spectacular, 
with wide sea vistas taking in the city of 
Dundee on the opposite shore and the 
Tay Rail Bridge to the north. Not to mention 
the fact that the self same street was also 
famed to be home to the King of Norway 
during WWII. However, as with so many 
traditional coastal properties on the 
exposed North Sea coast, Jon and Zanna’s 
home had its back turned to the ‘silvery’ 
Tayside views, and as a result these were 
barely discernible from the house. 

That is, until around three years ago, 
when the couple, who currently share the 
house with Saul and daughter Jodie, nine, 
began to re-think their living arrangements. 
‘Believe it or not the whole project 
started out when we mentioned to the 
architect that we’d quite like a balcony 
overlooking the Tay Bridge!’ laughs 



THE CLASSIC EAMES LOUNGERS TAKE ADVANTAGE  
OF ONE OF THE BEST VIEWS IN THE REGION
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OPPOSITE The stairway leads up the open-plan kitchen/dining area, where all the family love to 
congregate ABOVE The living room in the basement houses Jon’s vast record collection. The sofa 
is by Poul Kjaerholm and the raspberry rug is by Kasthall RIGHT Jon and Zanna on the beach

Jon. ‘We also thought that we’d like to 
convert the storage basement into a 
playroom for the children.’ 

‘Zanna and I discussed ideas with  
Wil Tunnell and Susie Moss Langfield  
of South Queensferry-based WT 
Architecture, who were recommended  
to us by Zanna’s father,’ explains Jon. 
‘Then Wil went away and came up with  
a more ambitious design. It was obvious 
that this was something special, so we 
were happy to be led by the architects.’

BOX CLEVER
Wil Tunnell’s raison d’être behind this 
‘more ambitious design’ was informed  
by the house’s special location, and saw 
the dining area at the back of the house 
opened up by ‘squeezing’ the space 
almost like a corset so that it bulged  
out into a cantilevered bay window. The 
new bay, which effectively slides into  
the building, has not only created extra 
space, but brings in breathtaking views 

over the River Tay. ‘Wil made us realise 
that a cold north balcony might not  
be the best way to take advantage  
of the great view,’ smiles Jon. ‘So he 
came up with the idea of pushing out  
the living area and creating a glass box, 
which we love. It’s quite stunning from 
the back of the house.’ 

The new design also features a 
reconnection between the basement  
and the rest of the house, which now 
includes a full-size lounge, a guest 
bedroom, shower room and storage 
area. The space is dominated by a 
bespoke plywood ‘vinyl’ wall housing 
Jon’s record collection. ‘I had thousands 
of records in boxes and I really wanted  
to display them,’ explains Jon, a former 
owner of a record shop in Dundee, who 
now studies furniture design in the city. 

CUBIST CREATIONS
‘Playing Cubist games with the design’, 
according to the architect, is a 



commuter settlement after the 
opening of the Tay Bridge in 1887.

 
first in Scotland to have  

installed electric lighting. 

actual name means Head of the 
Snake in Norse. When you’re looking 
at the river from our bay window you 

can see this shape clearly.’

 
was established over 100 years 

ago and the club sails in the area 
between the Tay Road and Rail 

bridges from April to October, usually 
about an hour before high tide.

FACTS ABOUT WORMIT
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THE LOCATION IS SPECTACULAR, WITH  
SEA VISTAS TAKING IN THE CITY OF  
DUNDEE ON THE OPPOSITE SHORE
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OPPOSITE The coffee table in the living room is a Poul Kjaerholm pk61 original from 1970 produced 
by E Kold Christensen ABOVE The basement’s yellow gloss laminate and plywood ‘Cut Corner’ 
coffee table is by David Restorick RIGHT The family explore the shingle banks on the river

Go to livingbythecoast.co.uk for more 
houses around the UK coast. If you have 
visited one, tell us at twitter.com/coastmag 
and facebook.com/coastmagazine

main theme of the interior redesign and 
can be seen in the stairwell bookshelves 
that are slotted between the basement 
and ground floor. A cantilevered desk, 
which is used by Zanna, a specialist 
cardiac nurse, ‘hovers’ over the stairs, 
making the most of the limited space. 
And the meticulously detailed built-in 
plywood furniture and finishes in the new 
living/dining room, made by local furniture 
designer Paul Kerlaff, include linoleum 
facings on the desk and sliding cupboards. 
The re-configured and re-imagined areas 
now provide a perfect backdrop for 
Jon’s collection of classic 20th-century 
Scandinavian Modernist and contemporary 
furniture pieces, a passion that he 
admits began almost 20 years ago when 
he met Zanna, who is part Danish. 

‘Everything in the basement is from the 
1960s except the yellow gloss laminate 
and plywood ‘Cut Corner’ coffee table. 
We use this room when friends are over 
instead of our main living room at the 

front of the house, which is now only 
used for Saturday night TV and Saul’s 
sleepovers!’ says Jon.

DINING GLORY
The new dining area/lounge features Jon’s 
collection of classic Scandinavian toys and 
tableware including: Kay Bojesen wooden 
animals and car; Arne Jacobsen’s tea and 
coffee set; and enamelled steel Krenit 
bowls. And the classic Eames loungers 
in the bay window take advantage of 
one of the best views in the region. 

‘Coming into the sea-facing dining 
area first thing in the morning for 
breakfast, whether it’s sunny, windy or 
even snowing, it’s always so snug and 
warm,’ concludes Jon. ‘We’re really 
happy here. I can’t quite believe I’m 
living in such a beautiful house.’


