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kingdom of light

Siberian larch accents the facade of 
this weekend and vacation house. 
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It’s a long way, geographically, chronologically, and stylistically, 
from London in the 1870’s to the Scottish coast today. Connecting 
them is David Weir, director of Edinburgh’s Dovecot Studios, an 
offshoot of the tapestry-weaving concern established by William 
Morris. However, you won’t find any arts and crafts touches in the 
house where David and Tibi Weir and their two teenage children 
spend weekends and holidays.

Replacing a clunky 1970’s bungalow in Elie—a harbor town in a 
part of Scotland traditionally known as the Kingdom of Fife—the 
house’s straightforward form was designed to pay tribute to “the big, 
pale, southern sky,” WT Architecture principal William Tunnell says. 
“Against the sky, the zinc roof that wraps down provides a nice, 
sympathetic tonal effect.” Zinc is also a reference to the 19th-century 
metal boat sheds that pepper the environs.

The 3,000-square-foot house has two wings, plus a glass connector 
where the entry is. In the main wing, the downstairs centers on an 
open living-dining area and kitchen. The other wing contains a game 

Clockwise from top left: Solid-surfacing tops the kitchen island. OSB clads the walls and ceiling of the game room. A reindeer hide serves as a rug in the den.

Opposite, from top: The zinc roof integrates photovoltaic panels. Custom kitchen cabinetry is Douglas fir plywood.

room and a sleeping loft. Both offer window walls that frame views 
of the Firth of Forth, a lighthouse, and Edinburgh on the opposite 
coast. “As the tide flows in and out, colors reflect off the golden 
beach and the water,” Tunnell says.

To capture those reflections, he rendered everything inside “as clean 
and simple as possible,” he says. “Materials needed to be durable, 
so the family and their friends can run in with sandy feet.” Flooring 
on the ground level is screed concrete. In the kitchen, counters in  
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Clockwise from top left: Radiant-heated flooring of screed concrete flows 
through the living and dining areas and kitchen. Built-in beds outfit the loft 
above the game room. A vintage wicker chair sits in a guest room. The lime-
stone terrace overlooks the Firth of Forth.

black solid-surfacing top cabinetry in Douglas fir plywood. “We were 
keen that masonry details weren’t too fussy,” he adds. “For example, 
you can see the aggregate and air holes in the concrete of the living 
area’s hearth.” And raw OSB clads the game room and loft.

Tibi Weir, whose company, Temper & Zest, sells design-led gifts, 
was responsible for the furnishings and the artwork. A favorite is an 
original 1960’s James Bond poster for the French version of On Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service. —Caroline Ednie

FROM FRONT THROUGH GARDEN TRADING RETAIL: SCONCE (EXTERIOR). SWIVEL UK: 

STOOLS (KITCHEN). DUPONT: COUNTER MATERIAL. AURORA: RECESSED CEILING FIXTURES. 

KITCHENER FLOORING: FLOORING (STAIRWELL, LOFT). THROUGH JOHN LEWIS: SOFA 

(GAME ROOM). THROUGH CHRISTIE’S: POSTER. IKEA: OTTOMAN (GAME ROOM), PILLOWS 

(BEDROOM). LOAF: OTTOMANS (DEN). HOTPOD: STOVE. HIDE RUGS: RUGS (DEN, LIVING 

AREA). ROMAG: PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS (EXTERIOR). RENSON: LOUVERS. BOSCH: OVENS, 

MICROWAVE (KITCHEN). DECOR SOLUTIONS; HOWDEN JOINERY: CUSTOM CABINETRY. 

THROUGH ANTHROPOLOGIE: PALE SOFA (LIVING AREA). TRINITY MARINE: TABLE. 

ANGLEPOISE: LAMP. INTALITE UK: TRACK LIGHTING. STUV: FIREPLACE. NEW 

CRAFTSMEN: CUSTOM TABLE (DINING AREA). THROUGH PEDLARS; THROUGH TURNER & 

COX: CHAIRS. WHITE COMPANY: BEDS (BEDROOM). DÄR LIGHTING: PENDANT FIXTURE. 

THROUGH HEAL’S: LAMP. MANDARIN STONE: PAVERS (EXTERIOR). THROUGHOUT MAPEI: 

FLOORING. RATIONEL VINDUER; SKY-FRAME: WINDOWS, DOORS. DAVID NARRO 

ASSOCIATES: STRUCTURAL ENGINEER. HL METALS: ROOFING CONTRACTOR.  

ALEXANDER OASTLER: GENERAL CONTRACTOR.
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